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October 25, 2016
CHIEF JUSTICE LLOYD A. KARMEIER OF THE ILLINOIS SUPREME COURT

The elevation of Justice Lloyd A. Karmeier to become Chief Justice of the Illinois Supreme Court
will be marked by an installation ceremony Monday, October 31, at the Illinois Supreme Court in
Springfield.

Justice Karmeier will become the 120th Chief Justice of the Illinois Supreme Court.

“I appreciate the confidence shown by the other members of the court in electing me to this
position,” Chief Justice Karmeier said. “Since joining the court in 2004, I have had the privilege of
serving under five different chief justices, all of whom have done an outstanding job. I will do my
very best to live up to the high standard they have set.”

Noting the court’s ongoing initiatives to expand access to justice and adopt a statewide system for
electronic filing, Justice Karmeier pledged to continue the court’s efforts to make the resources of the
judicial branch more efficient, more effective and more readily available to all who need them. “We
have made great strides in those areas over the past several years,” Justice Karmeier observed, “and
we have done so despite the state’s considerable economic difficulties. Thanks to the outstanding
personnel the court has assembled in its Administrative Office and its various boards and
commissions, I am confident we will be able to build on that momentum in the years to come.”

Other ongoing initiatives include pretrial detention reform, continued focus on drug and specialty
courts and professionalism in the legal community.

Chief Justice Karmeier is a life-long resident of Washington County, where he attended a one-room
grade school. After graduating valedictorian from Okawville Community High School, he attended
the University of Illinois, where he received both his undergraduate and law degrees.

He clerked for former Illinois Supreme Court Justice House from 1964 to 1968, served as state’s
attorney of Washington County from 1968 to 1972, and clerked for U.S. District Court Judge James
L. Foreman from 1972 to 1973. He was engaged in the general practice of law with the firm of Hohlt,
House, DeMoss & Johnson from 1964 to 1986. He was resident Circuit Judge of Washington County
from 1986 to 2004, when he was elected to the Illinois Supreme Court. Chief Justice Karmeier was
retained in office for a second term as a Justice of the Supreme Court in November of 2014.
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In addition to his regular judicial duties, Chief Justice Karmeier is the Supreme Court’s liaison to the
Attorney Registration and Disciplinary Commission, the Minimum Continuing Legal Education
Board, and the Supreme Court Committee on Jury Instructions in Criminal Cases. Since 2013, he has
also served as Chairperson of the Illinois Courts Commission, the independent body established
under the Illinois Constitution to hear and decide cases in which judges are charged with official
misconduct. He will leave that post upon assuming his duties as Chief Justice and be succeeded by
Justice Anne M. Burke.

Throughout his tenure on the Supreme Court, Chief Justice Karmeier has made frequent appearances
before school, civic, and professional organizations to speak about the court’s work. He regularly
lectures at continuing legal education programs and contributes articles to the ISBA Bench and Bar
Section Council Newsletter. Chief Justice Karmeier was among the recipients of the Illinois Judges
Association’s Harold Sullivan Award in 2010 and received the Joseph Bartylak Award from the
Lawyer’s Assistance Program in 2015. In January of 2016, Chicago Lawyer Magazine named him
Person of the Year.

Chief Justice Karmeier is a member of the Illinois Judges’ Association, the Washington County, St.
Clair County, East St. Louis and Illinois State Bar Associations, and past member of the American
Bar Association and the American Judicature Society. He served as a member of the Assembly of the
Illinois State Bar Association from 1996 to 2002, and as chair of the ISBA’s Bench and Bar Section
Council. He is a past member of the Southern Illinois American Inn of Court and served as President
of the Executive Committee from 2003 to 2007.

As Chief Justice, he will serve as the chief administrative officer of the statewide judicial system
with supervisory authority over the more than 900 judges in the state.

Among other duties, the Chief Justice controls and schedules the Supreme Court's agenda for
consideration in conference by the Court during its five formal terms each year, supervises all
appointments to Supreme Court committees, serves as chairperson of the Executive Committee of the
constitutionally-mandated Illinois Judicial Conference and presents the Court’s annual budget
request to the General Assembly.

Chief Justice Karmeier and his wife, Mary, reside in Nashville, Illinois. They have two children and
six grandchildren.

Space is expected to be limited. Print and broadcast media wishing to attend the installation
ceremony should contact Chris Bonjean, director of communications to the Supreme Court, at
312.793.2323. The program will begin promptly at 3 p.m. The event will be broadcast live over the
internet via BlueRoomStream at https://livestream.com/blueroomstream/events/6495711

(FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT: Chris Bonjean, director of communications to
the Illinois Supreme Court, at 312.793.2323.)
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